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Giardini, Mary D.

From: Mt. Irenaeus <mgiardin@sbu.edu>
Sent: Friday, May 23, 2025 3:21 PM
To: Giardini, Mary D.
Subject: "Making All Things New!" - May 2025 - End of School Year Activities at the Mountain!

  

  

Making All Things New 
 

MAY 2025 
  

Choose to live an alternative lifestyle of Love.   

Every human being is a member of God's family. 
Every human being is loved by God.   

And every human being should be accepted by every other human being. 
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Mt. Irenaeus Board of Trustees 
Updates 
~Kathy Colucci, Board Chair 

In 1984, shortly after the Mountain was 
incorporated as a non-profit organization, a 
fully functioning Board of Trustees was 
formed. Our volunteer Mountain board 
continues to support and serve the mission 
of Mt. Irenaeus, as it has for over 40 years.  At the recent board meeting in late April , four 
new Trustees were elected. Each of them have had a close relationship with Mt. Irenaeus over 
the years, and all are St. Bonaventure University graduates: 

 Matthew Cressler, Ph.D from the Washington D.C. area: Theologian, author, and 
Chief of Staff for the Corporation for Public Interest Technology 

 Christine Cusick, Ph.D: Professor of English and Director of Honors at Seton Hill 
University near Pittsburgh, PA. 

 Mary Domes, from the Philadelphia area: Expertise in Communications and Public 
Relations, with a focus on Catholic higher education. 

 Dianne Kuzia Hills, LICSW: Executive Director at My Brother’s Table in Lynn, MA, 
the largest soup kitchen on the Boston north shore. Dianne rejoins the Mountain 
board after a year away. Previously, she spent 10 years on the Mt. Irenaeus board, 
including several as board chair. 

Our April board meeting is also the time to thank and celebrate members who have 
completed their 9-year terms of board service. This year, we will greatly miss three 
outstanding Trustees who are stepping off after full terms, including an extra “Covid” year. 
Each of them truly exemplifies servant leadership and volunteer excellence in their areas of 
expertise:  

 Jackie Lanzillo, fundraising expert, who has chaired the Advancement Committee and 
worked on the Mountain auction for over 10 years. We are grateful that Jackie has 
agreed to continue to participate on the Advancement Committee as co-chair and 
guest member. 

 Kate Rinaldi Trosch, who has played a significant and ongoing role as the Finance 
Committee chair and with past Board Co-chair and Treasurer roles. Thankfully, Kate 
will continue to volunteer her time and talent with us as a guest member and co-chair 
of the Finance Committee. 

 Otto Rothermel, co-Chair of the Legal Committee and our capable legal expert. We are 
blessed to have Otto stay involved as a guest member of the Legal Committee. 

After these updates, our Mt. Irenaeus board is at 14 Trustees. 
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“Named, Seen and Known”  
Claire Fisher offers gratitude for 
the gift of Mt. Irenaeus 

I would consider myself a long-time friend 
of Mt. Irenaeus. In just my time during 
undergrad, I have been on six On-the-Road 
ministry trips, been a four-year intern for 
the Mountain and even lived there for two 
months. There are no words to explain what 
the Mountain has given to me. 
Contemplation, the beautiful gift of 

community, and even the passion for my major, communication and social justice. But my 
favorite part of the Mountain is simple - the fact that I am known. Not “well-known” in the 
egotistical sense, but simply known.  

Named, seen and known.  

When Jesus revealed Himself to Mary Magdalene after the resurrection, she did not recognize 
him immediately. But once he called her by name, she is filled with joy, suddenly comfortable. 
I had my own version of this at the first time I went to the Mountain in September of 2021. I 
met bright-eyed Fr. Dan Riley, who, once I introduced myself exclaimed, “Your name is 
Claire! You were meant to be here!” While he meant that in reference to Saint Clare, I know 
that he probably would have said that regardless. It’s my favorite compliment to receive at 
this university.  

But the Mountain goes beyond being named. Over my four years, I have continuously been 
seen and known as well. The entire core community asks about my education, not to make 
small talk, but to understand why my soul works the way it does. They know all of my 
roommates, not just to be polite, but because what’s important to me is important to them. 
There is always an extra seat at the table for me. And not just me, everyone. I am seen 
through every gracious invitation they offer, for dinner, an overnight or a retreat.  

I even know myself a bit more when I’m at the Mountain.  

My grandma died when I was eight, so you can imagine how little I remember about her. But, 
when she received the fatal diagnosis of ALS, the first thing she did (after calling her kids) was 
to take a retreat with my grandpa to Mt. Irenaeus. She went there in her most vulnerable 
time, just as I have done. And the more time I spend in the same place she did, the more I get 
to know my other name sake, Kathleen. 

I have been given so much from the Mountain. But now it’s time for me to go out and do the 
same. How can I make others feel named, seen and known? How you bring this to others is up 
to you, and how I do it is up to me. That’s what being in the “real world” is about, now being 
instilled with Franciscan values. A new charge is placed upon us and much is expected. What 
a beautiful responsibility!  

Thank you to Mt. Irenaeus for making all things new, including me.  



4

Images in the above article are by Danny Bush for SBU.

Students Gather with Mountain Community Members at the End of 
the Semester 

  

Reading Day Away 
~Ava Ordway, '28 

I have always loved being able to go to the 
Mountain. Therefore, when I saw that there 
was a Reading Day at the Mountain, I just 

Senior Barbeque - 2 Reflections 

~Aiden Fahy, '25 
I thought the senior BBQ was a great way to 
reflect on the last few years, which have been 
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knew that I had to go. One of my favorite 
things about Reading Day at the Mountain 
was being able to take a break from studying 
to walk the grounds. I find the Mountain 
very peaceful, and it was a great way to 
spend Reading Day. I’m very grateful that I 
was given the opportunity to be able to 
attend!    

Blessing of the Brains 
~Kristi Crandall, '27 

I chose to go to the Blessing of the Brains 
this semester because I went last semester 
with some of my friends, and it was a really 
relaxing way to take a break from studying 
and just enjoy the Bonaventure community. 
Blessing of the Brains is a great way to not 
only interact with the Bona's community but 
also listen to worship music, which for me 
relaxes my mind. Both of the times that I 
chose to go to the Blessing of the Brains, I 
had Natalie Pronio do my blessing. I always 
go to her because I feel as though she 
understands me better than most other 
people do. She has been someone that I've 
been able to depend on and connect with, no 
matter the problem. Natalie helped me 
through many things this year, and it took a 
lot of realizations and hugs, but because of 
her I was able to make it through my first 
year of college.   

 

 

incredibly important to me and every other 
senior I know. Having the time at the 
Mountain to sit with fellow seniors and talk 
about what we've accomplished and the work 
we've put in allowed me to reflect on how far 
I've come in such a short time. You never 
really know how nice a break from the busy 
life on campus (especially during finals 
week) is until you get it. Having the 
Mountain as a place to head to throughout 
my time at Bona's has changed how I think 
about relaxing and reflecting.    

~Emma Phillips, '25 
The senior BBQ was only the second time I 
had been up to the Mountain during my time 
at Bona's, which has now become one of my 
biggest regrets. But even having only gone 
there twice, I know it is a place of peace, 
warmth, community, and acceptance. The 
senior BBQ will be one of my core memories 
from my senior week at Bona's. Sharing a 
meal and fellowship with some of my fellow 
seniors and the community from Mt. 
Irenaeus created a sense of home for me. 
Hearing from them about one of their most 
formative moments, how they felt, and what 
they learned are lessons I can carry with me 
into my next chapter of life. I was also able to 
open up myself to sharing one of these 
moments, and to share in those feelings. I 
thank the Mountain for opening this 
opportunity and hope future Bonnies will 
partake in this wonderful opportunity and 
community.   
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SBU's Medical Emergency 
Response Team Visits the 
Mountain 
~Tessa Fabiniak, '25 

I am a graduating senior who has never been 
to the Mountain, so I thought it would be the 
perfect opportunity for myself and the 
organization I have been highly involved 
with to attend for the first time. I entered the 
process with a very basic understanding of 
the Mountain, and the Mountain community 
immediately embraced me and the other 
members with open, welcoming arms. I have 
always known that our Medical Emergency 
Response Team (MERT) was important for 
the campus community, but this evening 
helped open my eyes to the value of MERT to 
other people on campus and the impact we 
can have on others. Our evening away was 
focused on why each member joined MERT 
and why they have continued to serve their 
community through MERT, and the 
Mountain community perfectly guided our 
reflection throughout the evening. Not only 
did I feel more in touch with my service than 
ever before, but I got to know many of my 
peers and hear their personal stories, some 
of whom I have known for four years without 
knowing them this deeply. Our time in the 
Chapel overwhelmed me with joy and 
nostalgia, allowing me to reminisce on all the 
opportunities to serve that MERT has 
provided for me over the last four years while 
watching new leadership connect with each 
other and hear their individual motives for 
serving others. I cannot stop talking about 
what a wonderful experience I had. I wish 
that I had gone out of my comfort zone four 

Every year at the end of the spring semester 
the Ryan Realbuto Mt. Irenaeus Student of 
the Year Award is  presented to the student 
whose dedication and commitment most 
exemplifies the mission and ministry of Mt. 
Irenaeus.  The award was named for a 
student who tragically lost his life on the 
streets of Washington, DC.  Ryan was 
returning home with two other Capuchin 
Volunteer Corp volunteers after engaging in 
youth ministry at a neighborhood church 
when he was shot and killed during an 
attempted robbery.  His death was mourned 
by many across the country, especially at the 
Mountain and St. Bonaventure University.  

“A Light for this Campus”  
Br. Kevin offers a tribute to 
James Fitzmaurice, recipient of 
the Ryan Realbuto Mt. Irenaeus 
Student of the Year Award  

On Thursday, September 2, 2021,  at the very 
beginning of his freshman year, James 
Fitzmaurice stepped boldly into the Mt. 
Irenaeus ethos when he approached the Mt. 
Irenaeus table at the Student Organization 
Fair. At that time, we all still needed to wear 
masks, but his clear eyes and posture told me 
that this was a very special young man, who 
was serious about pursuing his faith during 
his college experience. 

Over the years, James became very dear to 
everyone in the Mountain community, 
especially to Fr. Dan Riley. James has been a 
leader among men. He was always up for the 
tasks of  Mountain workdays, was a part of 
the “On the Road” team that hosted spiritual 
programs for St. Bonaventure alumni and 
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years earlier to be embraced by the 
Mountain, and I certainly hope that future 
MERT leaders will continue this trip to feel 
as deeply connected to each other and their 
service as our evening left me. 

 

 

 

others, and brought many teammates from 
the cross-country circle to the Mountain for 
their own retreats and on our men’s 
overnight retreats. In each of these settings, 
James has shared his faith, his dreams, and 
his struggles in an honest and non-self-
conscious way. 

In addition to his involvement at the 
Mountain, over the past four years James 
was also a big part of the prayer and service 
life on campus. He was a lector and 
Eucharistic Minister at Mass on campus and 
was an accounting intern for the Franciscan 
Center for Social Concern. 

Thank you, James, for being a light for this 
campus and for  Mt. Irenaeus. 

 

  

Meet our New Summer Companions!  
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Each summer Mt. Irenaeus hires summer companions to live with and 
work beside the resident community. Meet our three new summer 

companions below! 
  

Meet Adam Watson!  

Adam is an accounting major 
with a math minor who will be 

graduating with the class of 
2027.  Adam is from Webster, 

NY. 

 

 

Meet Faith Barker!  

Faith is a strategic 
communications major with a 
marketing minor.  She comes 

to us from Watertown, NY 
and will be graduating in the 

class of 2027. 

 

 

 

Meet Audney Burnside!  

Audney is a public health 
major in the certified health 
specialist and occupational 

therapy programs. Audney is 
from LeRoy, NY, and will 

graduate in 2026.  

 

  

Upcoming Events: 

Schedule and ways to participate can 
also be found online HERE. 

Every Sunday - Mass is at 11 am with a 
dish-to-pass brunch following Mass. 

All are welcome - we'd love to see you!  

May:   

May 24 - Closed Event at the Mountain 
May 26 - Campus Offices Closed 
May 31 - Summer Companions Arrive! 
May 31 - End of our Fiscal Year - Last day 
to help this year's Mountain Fund! 

June:   

June 1 - Franciscan Sojourners Zoom - all are 
welcome! Email us for more information. 
June 6-8 - SBU Alumni Weekend - check out 
our table at registration and visit us at the 
Mountain on Saturday for an Open House 
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June 7 - 10 am - 3 pm - Open House at the 
Mountain! 
June 8 - 11 am - join us Sunday for Mass! 
June 13-15 - Weekend Retreat - call for 
availability 585-973-2470 - reservations 
required 
June 19 - Campus Offices Closed  
June 23-27 - Franciscan Friars on Retreat 

July:   

July 2 - Wednesday Evening of Re-Creation 
July 6 - Franciscan Sojourners Zoom - all are 
welcome! Email us for more information. 
July 9 - Wednesday Evening of Re-Creation 
July 11-13 - Weekend Retreat - call for 
availability 585-973-2470 - reservations 
required 
July 16 - Wednesday Evening of Re-Creation 
July 20 - Freshman Orientation Overnight 
July 23 - Wednesday Evening of Re-Creation 
July 30 - Wednesday Evening of Re-Creation 

 

 

  

 

Connect with us on 
Facebook  

 

 

Listen to Fr. Dan's 
Podcasts  

 

 

Follow us on 
Instagram  

 

 

Watch us on YouTube 

 

  

 
 

  

Unsubscribe  
Mt. Irenaeus  

www.mountainonline.org 
  

   

 


