Giardini, Mary D.

From: Mt. Irenaeus <mgiardin@sbu.edu>

Sent: Friday, June 23, 2023 3:46 PM

To: Giardini, Mary D.

Subject: “Making All Things New" June 2023 - video reflection, welcome, FICN, congratulations

and much more!

Making All Things New June 2023

Fr. Dan invites us into the peace and relationship of being 'fully alive'
with God. Click on the image above to hear his words.

The Abundance of our Extended FICN is a group of lay and
Franciscan Community religious who are working
to share resources to



By: Mike Fenn

As Karen Pulaski and I were making our way to St.
Louis, for our 2nd Franciscan Federation conference
in as many years, we both found ourselves reflecting
on the year in between, and what a gift it has been to
get involved with such a dynamic group of women
and men from across the country who are inspired by
Francis and Clare. When we recognized in our
Strategic Planning work that we needed to get more
deeply immersed in the larger Franciscan world,
friends in our community — notably Sr. Kathleen
Moffitt and Sr. Margaret Carney — recommended we
get involved with the Federation. Both Fr. Dan and
Br. Joe reinforced this direction, sharing that we have
a relationship with many of those who are involved in
this organization.

In previous enewsletters, we have written about
Franciscan Intentional Communities, and our efforts
to help promote current communities and the
support of new ones across the country. The
Mountain is itself a Franciscan Intentional
Community. From our work within the Federation, a
group has emerged called Franciscan Intention
Community Network (FICN). As part of FICN, Karen
and I were part of a small group that hosted
conversations around the subject for those seeking
communities, but also those looking to partner on
building this network. This work was affirmed by
several who joined us in conversation, noting that
these communities are part of a "new emerging
church."

One other highlight of our time in St. Louis, was
catching up with Natalie Wasek, a two time Summer
Companion and currently Associate Director at
Seventh Generation Interfaith Coalition for
Responsible Investment. Natalie was on a Young
Adult Panel, sharing various aspects of her life
including how she walks with her faith, how she
builds community with others, and how her work is
connected to her spiritual path. Natalie also noted her
time at St. Bonaventure and her time in community
at Mt. Irenaeus as important building blocks for how
she lives her life today. She clearly made a mark on

develop new, and suport
existing, Franciscan
intentional communities.

If you would like to
connect with the FICN,
please contact
FranciscanICN@gmail.com




those in attendance, and is a wonderful example of
the ways young people walk in the Franciscan Spirit.

For a second year we left the conference with a
wonderful energy, with a greater sense that we are an
important part of a larger movement: that we are
working in a place of abundance rather than scarcity,
that each one of us brings our own unique gifts to the
world, and that God asks us to do what is ours to
bring his spirit to everything we are a part of.

Martha Kopcienski joins the Mountain team as
Project Facilitator

B We are delighted to share that Martha Kopcienski has joined the
Mountain team in the role of Project Facilitator, working with us on
a part-time basis. Martha is a Bona grad from 1985 and earned her
CPA license in 2012. Since then she has gained deep experience in
the accounting field, including working for five years at Roberts
Wesleyan University. This experience will assist in her role with
budget and financial management for the Mountain. We have also
asked Martha to establish a process of more effectively supporting
our wonderful volunteer network, and managing projects which require hiring contractors
working on maintenance projects, and future capital initiatives.

Martha knows the Mountain well. She has been involved with the Council for Spirit and
Life for several years, is an active participant with Mountain in Your Homes around
Rochester, and she and her husband John were recognized as Mt Irenaeus Living Stones
last October as life-long supporters of our life and ministry.

Martha started working in the beginning of June and is looking forward to staying at the
Mountain as part of the community during the days she is with us, joining us for prayer,
meals, and conversation. Please welcome Martha to our team!




We reached our Mountain Fund goal!

We want to send out a big thank you to
those who donated to our 2022-23 fiscal
year! Your donations have helped us to
serve others in so many ways. Because of
your generosity, our achievements in this
past fiscal year include: welcoming a new
community member to the Mountain;
hosting friars in formation; supporting food
and housing for many student retreats;
offering a voice in Franciscan meetings;
gathering for prayer on Zooms, in homes
and On the Road; assembling groups to
help care for the land and lead faith
formation circles; upgrading our facilities;
working with students on campus and
supporting their faith and spiritual growth
as young adults.

This year, we will do all of that and more! It
takes a community to sustain a Mountain
and you are part of our community. As with
the rest of the world, our expenses have
increased over the past few years. Your
continued support is vital to maintain our
mission of "Joining with Jesus Christ to
make all things new!"

Please visit us! Come pray with us, join us
On the Road or virtually, help with our
online auction, advocate for us on Giving
Tuesday, set up a monthly or one-time
donation, volunteer!

Visit our website at
www.mountainonline.org to find more
information on these and other upcoming
events and opportunities. You can also find
us on social media - including podcasts!

Thank you again for your generous support
and may God bless you and grant you good
health. Contact us when you wish.

Hello! I am Kylee
Leonard, one of the
2023 Summer
Companions at Mt.
Irenaeus! Iam a
rising sophomore at
St. Bonaventure
studying biology. I
chose to spend my
summer at Mt.
Irenaeus because I
attended multiple
functions here
throughout my first year, and I feel as
though I will grow as a person and learn a
lot from the Brothers. There are a few
things I am excited for this summer,
including spending time with Fr. Dan, Fr.
Lou, Br. Kevin, and Br. Joe, meeting all the
new people who come to visit, and growing
more in my spirituality. Overall, I am very
grateful to be here and spend time as one of
this year’s Summer Companions!

May 25 was a significant day for some of
our Mountain friends! We would like to
congratulate those pictured above who
received degrees from Catholic Theological
Union. Pictured from left to right are:

Jason Damon, OFM, SBU class of 2016,
Ideal Bonaventure Man

Michael Fenn, SBU class of 1992, Executive
Director of Mt. Irenaeus,

Kevin Hamzik, OFM, SBU class of 2019



Mary Giardini Jimmy Kernan, OFM, SBU class of 2019,
Mt. Irenaeus board member

Steven Kuehn, OFM, starts his ministry

Join us on Social Media! at SBU this summer
Click on the links below. Congratulations Graduates! We are so
excited for you!
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= . Becoming one Province

In early June 2023, the Mountain friars
attended the last gathering of our mother
province, the Most Holy Name of Jesus
Province of the Order of Friars Minor
headquartered in New York City. Holy
Name Province (HNP) was established in
1901 and will become part of a new larger
US province by joining with five other
Franciscan Provinces in October 2023. Our
' new province will be called Our Lady of

Guadalupe (OLG) and be headquartered in
Atlanta, GA.
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The other provinces that will be joining with HNP to create OLG are: Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Province (based in Franklin, Wis.), Our Lady of Guadalupe Province
(Albuquerque, NM), Sacred Heart Province (St. Louis, MO), Santa Barbara Province
(Oakland, CA), and St. John the Baptist Province (Cincinnati, OH).

A Province is a group of friars organized in a geographic area. In modern times, with
communication being as fast as picking up a phone to talk to someone or being able to
travel across the country in mere hours, it makes sense to share resources and
opportunities among a larger geographic area, and in this case, the whole United States.

For people looking in at this reorganization, they will not see much change. Many of the
friars will stay where they are and go through the usual cycle of change when appropriate.

But for the friars, there will be many different opportunities for service and ministry. A
young man entering fraternal life will be able to request to serve in places such as a
California mission; with migrants on the southern border; in one of our colleges or
universities; in different parish settings; in direct service to the poor - or even in a remote
site on a hilltop in Western New York. We have already been blessed with more than one
friar who has wondered out loud about joining the Mt. Irenaeus Community. In this time



of transition, it feels as though the wind is in our sails and we ask you to join us in prayer

for God’s blessing and guidance.

You will be hearing more about this merger in future print and e-newsletters. If you would
like more information now, please visit Holy Name Province’s webpage by clicking HERE
or the US Franciscan’s webpage by clicking on THIS link.

Upcoming Events:

schedule can also be found online here

June 28 and July 5, 12, 19,
26: Evenings of Re-Creation

As in the past, this summer’s Evenings of
Re-Creation will be held rain or shine and
will begin with Evening Prayer in the
Chapel followed by time on the land and
supper.

This year, our Evenings of Re-Creation will
be held on June 28 (St. Irenaeus Day!) and
July 5, 12, 19 and 26.

After our dish to pass supper, join us in the
Chapel for Mass. During the homily, we will
have time for an open “conversatio.” The
evenings will conclude around 9 pm. You

FRANCISCAN

LECTIO

podcast
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FR. DAN RILEY, OFM

"Franciscan Lectio" Podcasts
Fr. Dan Riley, ofm, invites us into the world
of Franciscan Lectio, a companion podcast
to his book.

Gazing at What's Present

We All Have a Story




are invited to come to any or all of the
evenings.

There is no need to sign up this year, but
please bring a dish to pass for supper. If
you are looking for accommodations, please
call Fr. Lou at 585-973-2470.

Our schedule is approximately as follows:

5:15 p.m. — Meet in the Chapel for evening
prayer followed by quiet time on the land
6:30 p.m. — Dish to pass supper

7:30 p.m. — Mass in the Chapel

9 p.m. — End of program and departure
from the Mountain

Please park on the road near the House of
Peace if you are able.
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Reflections with Fr. Dan Riley, ofm

"Clouds and Sun" Podcasts

"Food For Our Journey"

"Joining In On God's Party Line"

"Our Journeys"

"The Truth of Our Easter Journey"

Support the Mountain

"Don't Let Fear Stand in the Way"

"Our Inner Rooms for Lent"

You can find more podcasts, and many other

resources at mountainonline.org/be-still-
and-pray.

You can also check out our video library on our
YouTube channel, which includes reflections from
the friars and Mountain Companions, and behind-
the-scenes looks at our way of life.
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Mt. Irenaeus




Facebook Watch us on = Follow us on
YouTube Instagram

The Mission of Mt. Irenaeus is to join with Jesus Christ in "Making

all things new!"” (REV. 21:5)

Be sure to add our email address to your address book or safe senders list so our emails get to your
inbox.
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Mt. Irenaeus
P.O. Box AR, St. Bonaventure, NY 14778-2322



