Giardini, Mary D.

From: Mt. Irenaeus <mgiardin@sbu.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, December 27, 2022 12:01 AM

To: Giardini, Mary D.

Subject: “Making All Things New" Dec 2022/Jan 2023 - Fr. Dan's Christmas Video, Events Recap,

Thank You Message

(THTRANAQUS

FRANCISCAN MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY

December 2022

Making All Things New e e

Fr. Dan's Christmas Season Message - Sharing the
Love of Jesus to ALL Who Need It

Click on this link or Fr. Dan's picture above.




Young Alumni Zoom Call

Opportunity shows up in unexpected places.
This should be no surprise to Christians as
scripture, the Gospels, and the lives of the
Saints are centered around opportunity coming
from unexpected places. What started as a way
to build connections and serve young alumni
and friends feeling isolated and disconnected at
the height of the pandemic, has become a
seasonal time to dive deeper with God and
community yearly during Advent and Lent.

Now beginning our third year, this ministry
continues to welcome alumni from the past 20
years and beyond. It's a time to stop, look at
our lives, reflect and share with others, where
we are on our good journey.

Led by a team of alumni along with Fr Dan, we
continue to welcome new friends and alumni to
join us for meditation, scripture reading,
sharing, prayer, and community building. We
will meet on December 20th and twice in
January. For more information, join our
Facebook group "Young Adults for Mt.
Irenaeus" or ask Mary Giardini to join our
mailing list for invitations via email.

Thank you all,

Ian McBride

Heartfelt
Thanks for
Your Support
of the
Mountain
Auction and
Giving
Tuesday!

On behalf of those we serve, thank you for
your generous support of the Mountain
Auction and Giving Tuesday during the
month of November!

Your generous hearts have once again made
a difference with nearly $35,000 raised in
our online auction and more than $45,000
on Giving Tuesday to support Mt. Irenaeus
ministries and operations.

Your kindness in donating items, placing
bids and helping us spread the word, played
an important role in making the auction a
huge success.

Your generosity continued with Giving
Tuesday where each gift will help grow and
sustain the manner of Mountain life and
ministry for others now and in the future.

Please know your donations have a real and
lasting impact —allowing us to serve and
bring the Mountain message and experience
to hundreds of students, visitors and
Mountain friends throughout the country
every year.

We invite you to visit the Mountain and take
part in a Mountain on the Road experience
to witness first-hand the impact of your
generosity. Thank you and happy holidays!

Pax et Bonum,

Jacqueline Lanzillo
Development Chair, Board Member




Student Thanksgiving Dinner

Students from all grade levels at Bonaventure
gathered for a Thanksgiving meal at the
Mountain.

Complete with turkey, sweet potatoes, rolls,
vegetables, and even a traditional Canadian
side dish, the students worked to prepare, eat
and clean up the wonderful meal. As the snow
gracefully fell, they all prayed over each other
and asked God to continue to give them the gift
of gratitude for them and their families. They
bonded through the cooking process, learning
more about each other's families, academic
studies, and sports teams. It was great to see
the students not only continue their bond with
each other but also with the four friars and
Karen.

The undergrads are excited to return and
cannot wait for another Mountain meal!

Living Stones
2022

This past October we
had a wonderful celebration recognizing our
second round of Living Stones of Mt. Irenaeus.
Living Stones are friends that have been
involved at the Mountain in a significant way
over the course of their lifetime. They have all
contributed through their time, talent or
treasure and for many, all of the above! If you
see some color around the labyrinth
entranceways, these are tiles that bear the
names of our Living Stones. We added 100 new
tiles to the approximately 100 existing tiles to
that space in October. We blessed these tiles
with incense and Holy water, and we asked
God to bless those persons represented by the
tiles as well.

The day was filled with what makes the
Mountain such a special community — we had
rich discussions, we prayed and laughed and
cared for one another. It was also a day to
reflect on our past so we can dream about our
future. We had closing Mass in a tent on a
warm but windy day. On a day of many
significant moments, we were deeply moved by
the presence of Fr. Ron Pecci’s family among
us, including his mother. They had driven up
from New Jersey. They wanted to be with us to
honor Ron’s life. Fr. Ron was an incredible
friend to the Mountain who went home to his
Heavenly Father this past year.

The day ended with a delicious dinner, served
with love by Mike Sullivan and his wonderful
children. You may know that Mike owns the
Hilltop Inn over in Elmira just off of Interstate
86. If you want a delicious meal while you're on
the road definitely check it out!

As we plan out our future, we think we will
have these Living Stones recognitions every
three years or so. If you walk through the
labyrinth and you think of names that you
believe should be up there, please let one of us
know! We often say the Mountain would not be
here if it wasn’t for all our good friends, and we
certainly wouldn’t want to leave anyone out
that is deserving of this recognition!



Advent
Overnight

T'was two nights
before the Advent
Overnight and all
sorts of planning was
going on.

People are checking
their schedules, a tree
has been scoped out
by Br Joe for cutting,
preparations for live streaming prayer both in
the Chapel and in the living room are taking
place. Do we have the right wires?
Microphone? New students are coming to
experience how the Mountain prepares for
Advent and for Christmas. There will be pine
needles galore, ancient and new tree
ornaments to unpack and strings of lights to
untangle.

The first highpoint of the evening comes after
we hang the just completed outdoor wreath on
the side of the house and illuminate its lights to
a prayer and song.

The next highpoint of the evening comes when
we gather around the tree to carefully place
ornaments on its branches. With the placing of
each ornament a prayer of petition is said for
health, for peace, for remembrance, for
people's struggles and in gratitude.

Truly the hopes and fears of all the years come
together as we experience the longing in our
hearts, "Come Lord Jesus."

Br. Kevin

Mike Fenn
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Reflections with Fr. Dan Riley, ofm

Fr. Dan's Podcasts

"Patience of Advent"

"Giving Thanks for Advent"

"Blankets of Love"

You can find more podcasts, and many other
resources at mountainonline.org/be-still-and-

pray.

You can also check out our video library on our
YouTube channel, which includes reflections
from the friars and Mountain Companions, and
behind-the-scenes looks at our way of life.
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